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"If You Don't Have Time to Do It Right the First Time, When Will You Have Time to Do It Over? " - John
Wooden

Wednesday, December 18, 2019
Printable Copy or  Audio Version

Morning Summary:  Stocks bulls will be trying to push the S&P 500 to its
sixth consecutive record-high close. Investor optimism is getting a boost from
fresh data showing further signs of strength in the U.S. housing market. The
Commerce Department showed both homebuilding and building permits surged to
12 1/2 year highs in November. Starts rose +3.2% to a seasonally adjusted annual
rate of 1.365 million units last month, with single-family starts now up nearly
+17% year-over-year. Building permits also increased in November to the highest
level since May 2007. Adding to the rosy housing data, economic numbers
show factory output rebounded more than expected in November, a welcome
change for manufacturers that have faced headwinds this year from trade
uncertainties and slowing global demand. Production of motor vehicles and parts
jumped a whopping +12%, the most in a decade, though much of that is due to a
production ramp up following the GM strike. Excluding the automobile category,
factory output showed its first gain in three months. There is no significant data
scheduled for release today but we will hear from Federal Reserve Governor Lael
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Brainard and Chicago Fed President Charles Evans, both of which are set to deliver
speeches at separate events. Today is also a big day in Washington with the House
expected to vote on two articles of impeachment against President Trump. The
Democrat-controlled chamber is expected to vote in favor of impeaching the
President. The impeachment process will then move to the Republican-led Senate
which plans to hold a trial some time in January, though it' remains highly unlikely
the President will be removed from office. 

Big Year for Big Tech Names: Apple stock up +80%; Facebook stock up
+53%; Microsoft up +50%; Google Alphabet stock up +33%;  Amazon stock
up +19%. 

Keeping an Eye on Commodities: There's starting to be more talk
amongst some of the larger money-managers and investment banks that
commodities could be in vogue in 2020. We've seen a +20% rally in crude oil
during the past year, up +6% in the past 30-days. Yet, interestingly the
commodities sector is currently -80% below its average price relationship
with stocks over the past half-century. And it’s lower, on a relative basis,
than it was ahead of the big commodities rallies in the early 1970s and the
early 2000s. 

Fewer Students Going to College but Higher Percentage Graduating:
The number of students enrolled in college has continued to slide. In 2011,
20.56 million students were enrolled in college. Today 18.24 million are,
marking a 2.3 million drop in less than a decade. Schools of all stripes —
public, private, community, you name it — have felt the pinch. Part of it is
the insane cost of a degree amid states slashing their allocation to public
schools, part of it is relatively low unemployment prompting people to delay,
defer or skip higher ed, and some of it may just be the post-Millennial
population bump winding its way out of academia and enrollment returning
to business as usual. The good news is that the newest figures on graduation
rates show 60% of students make it past the finish line, the highest level in
almost a decade. Read more from NPR.

Peugeot-Maker Approves Fiat Chrysler Merger: The board of Peugeot-
maker PSA approved the merger with Fiat Chrysler to create the world’s
fourth-biggest carmaker. Fiat Chrysler’s directors accepted the deal late
Tuesday following a unanimous endorsement by PSA’s board. The merger
would forge a regional powerhouse to rival Germany’s Volkswagen AG and
have a stock-market value of about $46 billion, surpassing Ford Motor Co.
The tie-up would also bring together two auto-making dynasties -- the
billionaire Agnelli clan of Italy, led by Fiat Chairman John Elkann, and the
Peugeots of France. The combination will give Peugeot-maker PSA a long-
sought presence in North America and should help Fiat gain ground in
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developing low-emission technology. (Source: Bloomberg)

Look at What Rest of December May Bring for Stock Market: December
has historically been a strong month for equities, although it certainly wasn’t
last year.  At this point in the month last December, the S&P was already
down more than -5% month-to-date, and the index would fall another -9.6%
over the next week and a half before making its YTD low on Christmas Eve.
December 2019 looks a lot different than December 2018 so far at least, as
the S&P is currently sitting on a month-to-date gain. The below chart is an
intraday composite of the S&P throughout the month of December from 1983
through 2018 as well as from 2009 through 2018 (the current bull market).
It basically shows the average path that the S&P has taken during the month
of December. As you’ll notice, the first half of December has actually been
the weaker half of the month for stocks, and it’s the second half of the month
where the gains really kick in. We’re just past the halfway point of December
2019 now, so investors certainly have seasonality as a tailwind from here
through year end. I also included a chart of the S&P 500 Total Return index
since 1989, which shows the index is up +164% from its all-time peak in late
2007 prior to the Financial Crisis, and it's up +207% from its Dot Com Bubble
peak in early 2000. (Source: Bespoke Investment) 
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Corn  bulls are hoping to see the market close above the 100-Day Moving Average, which is
something we haven't seen in some time. For the MAR20 contract that happens just north of
$3.90 per bushel. In my opinion, producers who were able to lock in a really strong basis might
want to think about pricing more cash bushels now rather than paying the juice to roll contracts
forward. As a spec, I remain a bull but I just wonder where the next set of headlines will come
from to keep new bullish money flowing into the space. I'm hoping China will step in as a buyer
of corn, ethanol and or DDGs, but so is everyone else. Meaning those headlines are already in
play for many bulls. The conditions in southern Argentina remain dry but the forecasts are
showing a much-needed drink might be around the next corner. In Brazil, the cash market
seems extremely tight and will likely drive spot price higher. Interestingly, that headline is
being digested as both good and bad. Stronger cash prices in Brazil are good because it makes
U.S. exporters more competitive, but it's also bad in the fact it will encourage more second-
crop corn acres. Here at home, the group formerly known as Informa tossed out some early-
2020 acreage forecasts. They are thinking we could see +4 million more planted corn acres or
about 94.1 million vs. 89.9 million planted this year. As a producer, I worry about finding fresh
new headlines to keep the bulls fed. Perhaps we run up a bit further into the highly anticipated
Jan 10th USDA report... but what then? Let's say the USDA reduces U.S. production and the
balance sheet tightens, then what? I have to imagine this is when some of the more
professional bulls pass the baton off to the not so professional bulls who are showing up late to
the party. In other words, perhaps you should think long and hard about reducing some longer-
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term risk and pricing a few more bushels on a rally into the upcoming report. My theory is if the
rally continues to push higher we still have plenty of 2020 bushels that need to be priced... I
still don't see us being in any position to swing for the fences. The market is still oversupplied
and nobody seems ready to drastically cut acres. This means I'm looking to do anything I can
to just get to first base. I'm staying chocked up on the bat and crowding the plate. If the
market gives me a little bit of profit or breathing room I want to take it, then try to get to the
next base.  
 

Soybean  bulls are talking about the possibility of a $1 per gallon biodiesel
blenders tax-credit being added to the spending bill. This has helped push soybean
oil up +15% on the year and to its highest level since late-November 2017. At the
same time, there's the continued talk and hope that Chinese importers may soon
step in and buy a larger dose of U.S. soy. The Argentine government has also
again bumped soybean export taxes higher from 30% to 33%. Bulls are also
thinking the USDA will be reducing its U.S. production estimate in the upcoming
January 10th report. On the flip side, bears are pointing to acreage estimates



12/18/19, 8:18 AMFarm Direction Mail - GOOD MORNING: The Van Trump Report 12-18-19

Page 17 of 40https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=80e921c654&view=pt&search=…ead-f%3A1653256911842010174&simpl=msg-f%3A1653256911842010174

released by the firm formerly known as Informa, who is forecasting nearly +10
million more soybean acres will be planted here in the U.S. next year,  86.2 million
planted acres vs. the 76.4 thought to be planted in 2019. Bears are also pointing
to improved weather in the forecast for parts of southern Argentina. And the fact
the soybean crop is moving right along in key parts of Brazil with weather being
mostly cooperative. As a spec, I've scaled back my bullish position even further
and continue to bank profits on the rallies. I am not looking to add any length on
moves higher. I might consider reowning the positions on an unexpected or
significant break in price. As a producer, I continue to closely monitor next years
NOV20 contract. speaking in generalities, we've really only traded higher this on a
handful of occasions since the trade dispute headlines started back in the
spring/summer of 2018. During the summer of 2016 to the early summer of 2018
soybean prices were primarily trading in the $9.20 to $10.50 range. From June of
2018 forward soybean prices have generally been trading in the $8.00 to $9.20
range. If we somehow get another MFP payment this +$9.50 level works fairly well
for most producers. Make certain you are paying close attention and considering
your options.
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Wheat bulls are talking about the Chinese crop having some issues and quality
concerns and the fact they may soon be buying larger quantities of U.S. wheat. We
also have the Argentine government again bumping wheat and corn export taxes
from the latest 12% to now 15%. Bulls continue to point to more worrisome
problems in Australia, complications in Argentina, dry conditions in parts of the
Black Sea region and complications in parts of the European Union. There's also
the ongoing talk of fewer acres here in the U.S. Several sources inside the trade
are forecasting -1 to -2 million fewer acres than what the USDA is currently
estimating. Technically, HRW is up +8% in the past 30-days and just posted a new
five-month high, but is still down more than -16% on the year. SRW wheat is up
+7% in the past 30-days and just posted a fresh six-month high, but is still down
slightly on the year. spring wheat is up nearly +4% in the past 30-days but is still
down -10% on the year. I've scaled back my bullish spring wheat position and
have banked some profits. As a producer, I like the thought of feathering in some
new-crop JUL20 SRW cash sales with prices north of +$5.50 per bushel.      
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> Biodiesel Credit to Boost Output Under New Budget Plan: A $1 per gallon
biodiesel blender's tax credit would be revived retroactively to 2018 and extended
through 2022 under a spending plan that the U.S. Congress is voting on this week.
If approved, the return of the tax credit could boost US biodiesel production, spur
some of the 250 million gallons in idled capacity to restart, and keep others from
having to shut down. S&P Global Platts Analytics revised its outlook for 2020
biomass-based diesel production to 2.56 billion gallons, up from 2.24 billion
gallons for 2019. Biofuel groups and farm-state lawmakers have been pushing for
three years to reinstate the biodiesel tax credit, and its inclusion in the $1.4 trillion
plan for federal spending through September 2020 came as somewhat of a
surprise. The House passed the measure yesterday and the Senate is set to pass it
by Friday. (Source: Platts)

> U.S. Food Inspectors Raise Alarm Over New Meat Rules: America's food
inspectors are warning that "unsafe" pork is likely making it to consumers under a
change in rules for meat inspection. Food Safety and Inspection Service inspectors
Jill Mauer and Anthony Vallone have both filed whistleblower disclosure forms with
the Office of Special Counsel about their concerns, which involves the
government's reduction of federal inspectors on meat processing lines. Under the
new system, the number has been lowered to two or three and will also have
limited hands-on interaction with the carcasses. Instead, the plant's own
employees will be checking and sorting the hog carcasses and letting the federal
inspectors, called consumer safety inspectors, check their work from a distance.
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There is no required federal training for those employees. The federal limit on line
speed will also be removed. NBC News talked to inspectors from plants in the pilot
program for the new process, known as HACCP-Based Inspection Models Project,
or HIMP. Read the details HERE.

> Argentina Farmers Switch to Defense Following Ag Tax Hike: Argentine
farmers said they are switching to defense after the government announced new
export taxes on Tuesday, reducing purchase of inputs needed to maximize
production even though more than half of this year’s corn and soy is already
planted. The government wants to raise export taxes on wheat and corn to 15%
from 12%, according to a bill sent to Congress. It would also raise the tax cap on
soybean exports to 33% from 30%. About 55% of Argentina’s 2019/20 corn crop
has been planted and 62% of this season’s soybeans. While seeds have been
purchased and planting decisions made, farmers say they will cut investment in
fertilizers and pesticides. Pablo Adreani, Buenos Aires-based head of AgriPac
consultancy, said growers who have not purchased all their inputs for this year will
re-evaluate how much they want to buy. (Source: Reuters) 

> Brazil, China Finalizing Soymeal Export Protocol: Brazilian and Chinese
government authorities are finalizing a protocol setting health standards for
domestic processors to export soymeal to the Asian country, André Nassar,
president of oilseeds industry group Abiove, said. The health guidelines will allow
companies to export and eventually compete with soy processors based in China,
something they cannot do now. The change is happening as local processors are
required to increase crushing to produce more biodiesel to boost local blending.
The added output of soymeal, a byproduct, would need new buyers. Brazil will
process an estimated 43 million metric tons of soybeans in 2019. By 2023,
processing will grow by an estimated 9 million metric tons as the government
raises to 15% the mandatory quantity of biofuel that will be blended into diesel,
Abiove projects, from 11% currently. Read more from Reuters.

> The Biggest Victims of the Retail Apocalypse: Bankrupt footwear retailer
Payless accounts for the largest number of store closings in 2019 with more than
2,500. Nationwide, more than 9,200 store closings were announced this year,
59% higher than in 2018, according to global marketing research firm Coresight
Research. The resulting job losses - 75,000 from the start of 2019 through
November - are having an outsized impact on female workers, who outnumber
men in brick-and-mortar retail jobs at a ratio of 2-1, according to a new report
from The Mom Project. Although the retail industry is creating jobs, they tend to
be focused in traditionally male roles such as warehouse work and delivery
services, giving a hiring advantage to men, the report says. Employment of retail
sales workers is likely to shrink by 2% by 2028, while all other jobs will expand by
5%, according to estimates from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Read more HERE.
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> How to Prevent Your Ring Camera from Getting Hacked: Eerie video
footage of hackers gaining access to an Amazon Ring camera and harassing an 8-
year-old went viral last week. The chilling episode is just the latest in a series of
hacks that have targeted Ring cameras, Amazon's internet-enabled home security
cameras. Another woman said last week that she heard a hacker's voice over her
Ring camera telling her dog to "wake the f— up." There's even a podcast dedicated
to hacking Ring cameras live on air. While the hacks are unsettling, they're largely
preventable. Cybersecurity experts told Business Insider there are straightforward
steps Ring owners can take to secure their devices from similar attacks. Check out
the steps you can take to protect your Ring camera from similar hacks HERE.

> How MLB's New Three-Batter-Minimum Rule Will Impact the Game:
Baseball's owners voted to make a major rule change beginning in the 2020 MLB
season, requiring pitchers to either face a minimum of three batters or complete a
half-inning, a switch pushed by commissioner Rob Manfred with an eye toward
quickening the pace of play and shortening the length of games by reducing the
number of in-game pitching changes. ESPN lists some of the questions and
answers you need to know about the rule change HERE.  

> Mariah Carey's "All I Want For Christmas Is You" Is Finally A No. 1 Hit:
Mariah Carey has landed the No. 1 spot on the Hot 100 for her famous holiday hit,
"All I Want for Christmas Is You." This is the first time the 25-year-old song has
hit No. 1. It’s also the first Christmas track to do so since “The Chipmunk Song”
pulled it off 60 years ago. The song's previous record was No. 3 on the chart. Now
a holiday classic, the song was first released in 1994 on Carey's "Merry Christmas"
album. She was 24 when she recorded it. Carey has reportedly earned more than
$60 million in royalties from the song. Last week the song was streamed 45 million
times, up from 35 million streams the week prior. Since 2014, she has performed
a concert in honor of the classic song annually. The song is so iconic that Amazon
is even giving it its own mini documentary, "Mariah Carey is Christmas!" You can
watch the trailer HERE. (Source: CNN)

> Last-Minute Shipping Deadlines from the Biggest Retailers: This year’s
holiday shopping season was the shortest since 2013, with six fewer days to
prepare than the average season. So whether you were ready with your shopping
list, Cyber Monday codes, and gift wrapping right after the turkey was put away,
or you’re more of a procrastinator, you might be feeling crunched for time.
Thankfully, it’s not too late to get gifts for those people still on your list—many
companies will ship right up until this weekend. To make things easier, Fast
Company rounded up all the brands that have shipping deadlines that ensure your
gifts can still make it to your home by December 25. Check it out HERE.

> World's Oldest Living Couple Celebrate 80th Wedding Anniversary: The
world's oldest living couple celebrated another major milestone when their senior
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living community in Austin, Texas, threw them a party for their 80th wedding
anniversary. John and Charlotte Henderson have an aggregate age of 211 years
and 175 days, and a love story that has quite literally stood the test of time. To
celebrate their 80th year together, 106-year-old John picked up 105-year-old
Charlotte in a 1920s roadster -- much like he did on their first date -- with a
beautiful bouquet of flowers. The two met in class at The University of Texas in
1934 and married in 1939, just months after the start of World War II. Both John
and Charlotte are still very healthy and say the secret to a long life and a happy
marriage is to live life in moderation. And, be cordial to your spouse, John added.
Friends and family gathered at Longhorn Village on December 11 to celebrate the
couple with lots of food and a slideshow filled with photos of the couple over the
years. The couple will officially mark 80 years of marriage on December 22. Check
out the full story and a sweet video of the pair HERE.
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Southern North Dakota - I thought I would pass along what I'm hearing. We are
done with harvest and have been for some time now. We are now in the snow
removal business. Since there is really a lot of poor quality barley, wheat & corn
up in this part of the world, I'm hearing talk that guys might dabble in the cattle
business a little bit. You can get a hell of a lot more out of feeding poor quality
grain to livestock than you can from selling it to the elevator. I was curious if
anyone else is thinking along these same lines? Thanks.

Northern Illinois - I can tell you this wasn't our best year by a long shot but it
certainly wasn't as bad as I expected. We didn't get planted until the first week of
June and then the corn just sat for what seemed like about a month with very little
or no growth. When the summer heat finally kicked in a little and the corn started
to grow, it looked pretty good. Our corn never really had any stress from lack of
water. There were times that I was a little concerned about drowning out stops but
when the combine rolled they didn't amount to much. We averaged across 812
acres 237 bushels, with our best field just a shade over 260 bushels and our worst
207. I didn't think we would see anything over 180 when I was scouting corn in
June. I have been told that if we plant as late as we did, don't expect over 200
bushels. All in all, this was a very good year.

Southeast South Dakota - We are still, or should I say were, still pecking away
at the corn. This little bit of snow has slowed us down for a few days. We just need
it to drop off the leaves and we should be able to get right back out there. Not
only did almost everyone in this area prevent plant between 25% to 50% of their
crop, but it's also one of the last areas that are still trying to get the crop out. You
would think as much PP as we had we would be the first to be done but it's been a
muddy mess from start to finish this year. I'm looking forward to 2020.
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TODAY'S RIDDLE: These are the three lives of mine: So gentle I soothe the
skin, So light I caress the sky, So hard I crack rocks. What am I?

 

 
Resnick's Next Huge Bet... "Seedless Lemons"
They are being called "Wonderful Seedless Lemons", a naturally seedless, Non-
GMO Project Verified variety of lemon, is now rolling out in grocery stores across
the U.S. and online at Amazon Fresh, and will be available through May in limited
supply during their first-year launch. From what I understand, the "Wonderful
Company", which is based in Los Angeles and grows 160,000 acres of fruits and
nuts, also gambled twenty years ago on two minor fruits, pomegranates and
mandarins, and won, turning them into superstars!

The Wonderful Company is owned by billionaires Stewart and Lynda Resnick who
are often in the social spotlight for being a bit controversial. The couple makes a
powerful business team. It was Lynda who has helped make the most of their
agricultural assets by selling the masses on the then relatively unknown
pomegranate. Lynda simply changed the message and packaged them as an
antioxidant-rich juice drink now known as POM Wonderful. She also rebranded
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clementines - a sweet-orange, mandarin-orange hybrid - as “Cuties” and marketed
them to time-strapped parents with the slogan “Peel It Yourself.” I think we all
know how those two products boomed.

Until now, all the new lemon varieties from decades of breeding proved
insufficiently productive, shapely or seedless to compete with regular lemons and
never made it to the big time. The million-dollar question becomes, will consumers
find seedless more convenient and thus pay a premium? According to a third-party
study, 79% of all consumers state they use lemons as an ingredient in baking and
cooking, and 73% use lemons for making drinks. In addition, 83% of those
surveyed said they were likely to purchase seedless lemons and 81% believe
seedless lemons would, in fact, be more convenient than lemons with seeds. I
suspect this is why the Resnicks are placing big bets.

Many professional chefs and cooks, however, say that flavor and quality reign
supreme over convenience in their worlds and since seeds contain pectin, there
are some questions about what flavor might be lost? It will be interesting to see
how it plays out.

From a business perspective, I have to again tip my hat to the Resnicks for
"creating" a new market within a market. They seem to have a gift for simplifying
the complex and creating new space. I hope this makes us all think... Perhaps you
will come up with your own great idea! (Source:freshplaza.com, latimes,
foodandwind)
 

http://freshplaza.com/
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Holiday Travel Forecast and Will We Have a White Christmas?
If you're dreaming of a white Christmas, you might be in luck: The Old Farmer's
Almanac predicts that several parts of the United States will get snow this
year. According to the publication's famous long-range predictions, people living in
the Northeast can expect "a snowy, picturesque Christmas Day." It's also likely
that states in the Lower Great Lakes, Upper Midwest, Heartland, High Plains, and
Intermountain region will have a white Christmas.

Interestingly, if you look at historical data, a white Christmas is less common
than you think, even in colder climates across the U.S. If you take a look at
NOAA's 30-year average data for the past 30 years, the chance of at least one inch
of Christmas snow cover is less than 50% in these traditionally snowy
cities: Boston: 21%; Pittsburgh: 30%; Chicago: 42%; Cleveland: 45%; Detroit:
46%; Milwaukee: 48%; Burlington; Vermont 72%; Minneapolis, MN 77%. 

NOAA's current outlook calls for normal precipitation in the Northern Tier and on
most of the Eastern Seaboard. Parts of the Southeast and the Gulf Coast look like
they will be a bit drier than normal. Much of the eastern two-thirds of the nation,
and especially including portions of the central and southern Plains, the middle and
lower Mississippi Valley, and the South are likely to have above-normal
temperatures, according to NOAA’s outlook. The Pacific Northwest and the
northern Rockies are expected to see normal temperatures.

More than 115 million travelers are expected to travel 50 miles or more from their
homes for the holiday period spanning Dec. 21 through Jan. 1, according to AAA.
That's the highest travel volume for the end-of-year holiday season since AAA
began tracking in 2000.
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I was sent a link to a cool website that shows specific odds of a white Christmas
for your exact location, Click HERE. The site is updated in real-time as the
forecasts change. 

Of course, we have to remember the old investment adage, "past performance is
not indicative of future returns," but some folks who traditionally see snow on the
ground Christmas morning might be disappointed this year. (Source: NOAA;  The
Weather Channel)
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Homeless but Not Hopeless 
Christopher Gardner struggled with homelessness while raising a toddler son. But
through determination and dedication, he became a licensed stockbroker and
eventually founded his own brokerage firm Gardner Rich & Co. In 2006, Gardner
sold his stake in the firm and published a memoir. That book was made into the
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motion picture called "The Pursuit of Happyness" starring Will Smith. The movie is
several years old but certainly worth watching again if you get the chance.  

A pivotal moment in his life occurred when he encountered an impeccably dressed
man in a red Ferrari. Curious, Gardner asked the man about his career. The man
told him he was a stockbroker and, from that moment on, Gardner went on a
mission to change his life. Eventually, Gardner bought a Ferrari of his own from
Michael Jordan. The Illinois license plate of Gardner's black Ferrari reads "NOT MJ".

Gardner worked to become a top trainee at Dean Witter Reynolds. He arrived at
the office early and stayed late each day, persistently making calls to prospective
clients with his goal being 200 calls per day. His perseverance paid off when,
in 1982, Gardner passed his Series 7 Exam on the first try and became a full
employee of the firm. Eventually, Gardner was recruited by Bear Stearns &
Company in San Francisco.

In 1987, Gardner established the brokerage firm, Gardner Rich & Co, in Chicago,
Illinois, an "institutional brokerage firm specializing in the execution of debt,
equity, and derivative products transactions for some of the nation's largest
institutions, public pension plans, and unions." His new company was started in his
small Presidential Towers apartment, with start-up capital of $10,000 and a single
piece of furniture: a wooden desk that doubled as the family dinner table.

After Gardner sold his small stake in Gardner Rich in a multimillion-dollar deal in
2006, he became CEO and founder of Christopher Gardner International Holdings,
with offices in New York, Chicago, and San Francisco. During a visit to South Africa
to observe elections around the time of the 10th anniversary of the end of
apartheid, Gardner met with Nelson Mandela to discuss possible investment in
South African emerging markets.

Gardner is a philanthropist who sponsors many charitable organizations, primarily
the Cara Program and the Glide Memorial United Methodist Church in San
Francisco, where he and his son received desperately needed shelter. He has
helped fund a $50 million project in San Francisco that creates low-income housing
and opportunities for employment in the area of the city where he was once
homeless. As well as offering monetary support, Gardner donates clothing and
shoes. He makes himself available for permanent job placement assistance, career
counseling and comprehensive job training for the homeless population and at-risk
communities in Chicago. Dedicated to the well-being of children through positive
paternal involvement, Gardner serves on the board of the National Fatherhood
Initiative (NFI). He is also a board member of the National Education Foundation
and sponsors two annual education awards: the National Education Association's
National Educational Support Personnel Award and the American Federation of
Teachers' Paraprofessionals and School-Related Personnel Award.
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Not bad for a man who was homeless with a two-year-old son for more than an
entire year. Certainly makes you think about what we are all capable of if we put
our minds to it. Click HERE to watch the short video.  I've also included my three
favorite scenes from the movie I have watched on countless occasions. 

Scene #1 - Gardner's job interview to get his internship. Click HERE
 

Scene #2 - This scene is Gardner giving his son some good advice. "If
people can't do something themselves they want to tell you you can't do it."
You have to keep chasing those dreams! Click HERE
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Scene #3 - Gardner's ending scene. Click HERE 
 

 

ANSWER to riddle: Water.
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Sponsored by AgSwag
Tired of battling poor customer service, poor quality and lack of premium
selection in the swag space?

AgSwag now offers our members the latest fashions and trends from brands
such as: Branded Bills, Carhartt, Champion, Cutter & Buck, Drake, Fairway and
Greene, Filson, Ice Shaker, Marmot, New Era, Nike, North Face, Pacific
Headwear, Under Armour, Yeti… and more

Swag should NOT be considered a “cost” or an expense for business owners.
When used properly in a well thought out campaign “corporate swag” can
dramatically reduce the cost of new customer acquisition, client churn and
retention, expedited development of brand ambassadors, etc. The Van Trump
family believes their AgSwag business can deliver on those promises.

AgSwag is not trying to be the lowest cost supplier. We are trying to partner
with “best-of-practice” and like-minded businesses to bring a better “return-on-
investment” by designing and helping to implement a well thought out
corporate swag strategy and campaign. There are hundreds of online
companies that offer quick ways to throw a corporate logo on a cheap hat or t-
shirt. AgSwag offers the best in selection, design, implementation, and service!
Click HERE to learn more!

Call to order your AgSwag today @ 816-221-SWAG!
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