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"All that is gold does not glitter; nor all those that wander are lost." - J.R.R.
Tolkien

Monday, July 15, 2019
Printable Copy or  Audio Version

Morning Summary:  Stocks are slightly lower this morning but still trading near
fresh all-time highs. Bears are pointing towards China posting its lowest quarterly
growth in 27 years. Bulls continue to count on one and perhaps two rate cuts from
the Federal Reserve between now and yearend. The next scheduled Fed FOMC
meeting is still a couple of weeks away slotted for July 30-31. The debate currently
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isn't if the Fed will be cutting rates but rather by how much, a quarter or half-point
reduction? Many experienced traders continue to say don't fight the Fed, don't
overthink the situation and stay long the stock market! On the other side of the
argument, there's worry that we are very late in the cycle and bulls might be
overstaying their welcome. We have an inverted yield curve, an ongoing trade
battle between the worlds two top economies, signs of slowing growth and
weakening business spending, a 50-year low in unemployment, and the longest
period of economic expansion in recent history. There's just a ton of debate about
if we can keep pushing stock prices higher? It will be interesting to see how the
market responds to the upcoming corporate earnings season, where bears argue
there is little margin for error with stocks already at elevated valuations and at
an all time record high. There's not a lot on the economic schedule for today. The
updated Empire State Manufacturing Survey data will be released. The Empire
State Manufacturing Survey is conducted by the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York, and their headline number summarizes general business conditions in New
York State along with the rate of change being experienced. Tomorrow the trade
will be focused and digesting the latest U.S. Retail Sales number. Mid-week I
suspect to see traders turn their attention more towards fresh U.S. housing data.
Later in the week it becomes more about Consumer Confidence, Fed Beige Book
and Philadelphia Fed Index. Don't forget we have our first big wave of U.S. 2Q
corporate earnings this week. I have this feeling we are going to beat expectations
but come in lower than last year. It will be interesting to see how the market
responds to that combination. We start off today with earnings being reported by
CitiGroup, JB Hunt, and Charles Schwab. Tomorrow we will hear from  JP Morgan
Chase, Wells Fargo, CSX, United Airlines, Johnson & Johnson, and Dominoes.
Wednesday, quarterly earnings will be released by Alcoa, Bank of America, eBay,
Kinder Morgan, Skyworks, United Rentals and Netflix. Thursday we hear from
Blackstone, Capital One, E*Trade, Danaher, Honeywell, United Health, Morgan
Stanley, and Phillip Morris. Friday earnings will be reported by American Express
and Black Rock. The following week we will be digesting earnings by big names
like Alphabet, Boeing, Biogen, Caterpillar, Chipotle, Facebook, Ford, Halliburton,
Harley Davidson, Hilton, Intel, McDonald's, PayPal, Starbucks, Twitter, UPS, Visa,
and Whirlpool. Look for "earnings guidance" to be more important than ever. It
might not be so much about earnings from this past quarter, but more importantly
what CEO's and executives see down the road ahead? 

Keeping an Eye on Turkey: Turkey began taking delivery of Russian S-400
"surface-to-air missiles" the past several days, defying repeated U.S.
warnings that it would face recriminations if it went ahead with the
purchases. From whaat I understand, U.S. officials have long urged Turkey
not to buy the S-400 missal system, arguing that it would threaten the
security of the Lockheed Martin F-35 next-generation stealth fighter jet by
collecting sensitive data on the aircraft in those areas. Remember, Turkey
has long been considered a strategic partner of the U.S. as it straddles
eastern Europe and western Asia. Keep in mind, it also shares borders with
volatile nations like Iran, Iraq and Syria. Incirlik Air Base is thought to be one
of our most strategically located U.S. military bases. The base is in Turkey,
and is operated by both the U.S. and the Turkish government. Also located
inside Turkey is the highly important Izmir Air Base. Another strategic base
run by the U.S. Air Force in Europe. It is only 250 miles away from Istanbul,
one of the oldest and largest cities of Turkey. It is also close to the Aegean
Sea, which means it helps provide the U.S. military with direct access to the
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Middle East. Many geopolitical experts argue that this recent move by Turkey
to purchase Russian "surface-to-air-missiles" could create escalated tensions
in a part of the world where Russia is attempting to flex its muscle. 

China Posts Lowest Quarterly Growth in 27 Years:  China released 2Q
figures overnight showing that its economy slowed to 6.2% growth — the
weakest rate in at least 27 years. Many say the country’s trade war with the
U.S. is starting to take a bigger toll. Interestingly, White House trade advisor
Peter Navarro said media reports on the U.S.-China trade talks are not
reliable. He said, “My advice for investors is to be patient with the process
and don’t believe anything you read in either the Chinese or the U.S. press
about these negotiations unless it comes from the mouth of either the
president or advisor Lighthizer.” 

Changing Face of Employment: As more and more of the routine or physical in nature
jobs are likely to be replaced by machines and algorithms by 2030, a new report from
the McKinsey Global Institute suggests the biggest impact will be on entry-level and older
workers. From what I understand, nearly 40% of U.S. jobs are in categories expected to
shrink between now and 2030. Areas we can expect to get hit the hardest are office
support, food service, production work, customer service, and retail sales. I'm told we
can also expect a hollowing out of middle-wage work without deliberate intervention to
provide them with skills they need to get higher-paying jobs, much like Amazon has just
committed $700 million towards. Read more  HERE.
 
Why Many Americans May Not Retire: “Retirement” used to describe the well-
deserved free time that one earned after a long and productive work life, but today,
23% of Americans say they will never retire, according to a recent study from AP. Of
course, m oney is the primary reason for the delayed retirement, with polls showing 14%
of Americans under the age of 50 and 29% over 50 say they feel extremely or very
prepared. Also, 56% of younger adults say they don't feel prepared for retirement. I
should mention, the estimate for 2016 from the U.S. Government Accountability Office
released this March shows that 48% of those 55 and older had nothing put away in a
401(k)-style defined contribution plan or an individual retirement account, which
fortunately is an improvement from the 52% without retirement money in 2013. It will
be interesting to see how we respond to this issue from both a family perspective,
meaning will kids take their parents in to care for if needed? Read more  HERE.
 
Federal Spending Sets Another New Record:  Our federal government spent a record
$3,355,970,000,000 in the first nine months of fiscal 2019, which began last
October. Prior to this fiscal year, the most the federal government had ever spent in the
October-through-June period was in fiscal 2018 when the Treasury doled out
$3,199,795,700,000 in constant June 2019 dollars. I should mention, the difference
between the $2,608,855,000,000 in total taxes collected in the first nine months of this
fiscal year and the record spending of $3,355,970,000,000 left the government with a
deficit of $747,115,000,000. It's worth mentioning, last week, the Treasury Department
said it could run out of cash in two months, asking Congress to increase the debt ceiling
before lawmakers leave for a six-week recess... I f you are wondering where we spend it
all, see graphic below or read more HERE.
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Corn  bulls continue to talk about U.S. production being well overstated. The corn
market added +15 cents last week and might have its eye's on the nearby
contract highs posted back in mid-June. The high posted back on June 17th in the
DEC19 contract was at $4.73 per bushel. The two largest producing states, Iowa
and Illinois, are now battling hot temperatures and limited rainfall. There are
several other states also battling adverse conditions. Most inside the trade are
thinking the USDA's weekly crop condition estimate will need to be adjusted lower.
Last week the USDA estimated 57% of the U.S. crop was in "good-to-excellent"
condition vs. 75% the year before. The only states showing overall crop conditions
better than their 5-year average are Colorado, North Dakota and Texas. In fact,
Illinois was rated 81% GD/EX last year at this time vs. just 37% GD/EX last week.
Iowa was rated 78% GD/EX last year vs. what's probably sub-60% GD/EX this
year. Look at Ohio, rated 82% GD/EX last year vs. just 34% rated GD/EX this year.
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I suspect "silking" is also still running way behind schedule. There's just nothing
on the supply side or production side that screams be bearish. Yes, I can see some
bearish arguments based on  "demand" or thoughts of future demand
deterioration. But I personally believe the problems with U.S. production are much
larger than the trade has been giving credit. As both a spec and a producer, I
remain bullish, thinking prices ultimately test and push beyond the most recent
highs. I included last weeks crop condition ratings below for reference. 
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Soybean  traders continue to closely monitoring weather and Washington. The
soybean market gained +35 cents last week. Bulls are trying to find ways to add
to the momentum. There's talk that the extended forecast could perhaps get a lot
drier as the most updated data shows the Pacific Ocean cooling more rapidly than
many had previously thought. There's talk that the current El Niño pattern is
ending rather rapidly and producers in many key growing regions here in the U.S.
could start battling a more dry forecast. Temperatures in the Pacific Ocean are
certainly worth monitoring. If the ocean temperatures continue to fall, I suspect a
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bit more "weather premium" will be added to the market. The USDA showed crop
conditions last week at 53% rated "Good-to-Excellent" vs. 71% last year. Overall
soybean conditions in Illinois were reported at 38% GD/EX vs 72% last year. Ohio
was rated just 28% GD/EX last week vs. 75% last year. Indiana rated 37% GD/EX
last week vs. 70% last year. As both a producer and a spec, I remain patient and
on the sideline with a bullish longer-term tilt. I continue to believe 4Q of 2019 or
perhaps 1Q of 2020 will bring about a more bullish landscape for soybeans. I
haven't herd anything new or concrete in regards to China stepping back in and
purchasing U.S. agriculture products. 
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Wheat  bulls will be trying to add to last weeks small gains. The U.S. winter wheat
harvest will have moved beyond 50% complete and we might se some harvest
pressure come out of the mix. Oklahoma and Texas are essentially finished with
harvest. Kansas is still rolling, but with probably over-75% complete. On the flip-
side, Colorado, Idaho, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, Oregon, South Dakota and
Washington still have massive amount of the winter wheat crop still in the field.
Globally, I continue to monitor production out of Russia, Ukraine and portions of
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the European Union. The U.S dollar also has my attention. I'm hoping last weeks
little selloff will continue. A weaker U.S. dollar gives the global macro traders
reason to be bullish. If the funds can find reason to be more optimistic about the
global economies then perhaps their current bearish tilt will be lifted from the
market. I'm neutral as a speculator, but as a producer, I'm closely monitoring the
JUL20 contract and looking for an opportunity to reduce a small portion of next
years price risk. 
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> China Soybean Imports Fall: China’s soybean imports fell 11.5% in June from
May as the Sino-U.S. trade war and an outbreak of deadly African swine fever curb
demand. I'm told China brought in 6.51 million tons of soybeans in June, which is
down from 7.36 million tons in May, according to data from the General
Administration of Customs. Last June the country brought in 8.7 million tons. This
year China was better prepared with stocks and didn't need to acquire supplies
from Brazil like in 2018. 
 
> State Ag Departments Looking For Direction With Hemp:  Hemp-derived
product sales are taking off, but the National Association of State Departments of
Agriculture wants the FDA to move quickly and create standards along with
definitions for these products. Commenting to the FDA, the group said that
hemp will only become economically viable to American farmers and ranchers in
the United States if a well-defined regulatory framework for its products is
developed, meaning consistency will be a key factor for the development of a
market for this emerging industry. Keep in mind, if no federal action is taken,
states will be forced to develop regulatory structures for the products and the
result will most likely be a patchwork with an inability to potentially sell across
state lines.
 
> Have you Locked in Your Fall Diesel Yet?:  In case you didn't lock in your
diesel over the winter, now would be a good time to do so. Even with a current
oversupply, prices most likely will only go higher as producers make their
purchase and the industry continues to await the outcome on prices of the United
Nations’ International Maritime Organization, which instituted a cap that will limit
marine fuel sulfur emissions to 0.5% starting Jan. 1, 2020. Keep in mind, in order
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for most ship owners to meet the new standard, they will either have to install
expensive scrubbing equipment, use liquefied natural gas or switch from using
heavy, and thick bunker fuel to a form of diesel, all of which will mean a growing
demand for the fuel and higher prices.
 
> Volkswagen Partners With Ford for Autonomous Driving:  Volkswagen has
agreed to invest around $2.6 billion in Ford Motor Co.'s autonomous-vehicle
partner, Argo AI, in a deal that values the startup at $7 billion. I'm told Ford has
been the majority shareholder of the Pittsburgh-based Argo since early 2017 when
it agreed to invest $1 billion itself. As automakers continue to consolidate in their
race to develop driverless as well as electric cars for that matter, it will be
interesting to see who gets to the finish line first and at what cost. I'm told about
$45 billion will be spent on developing autonomous vehicles globally by 2025.
Can't wait to ride in one! Read more HERE on the latest partnership. 
 
> Is it Time for New Economic Indicators?: An argument could be made that
today’s leading indicators are insufficient. For example, the stock market is based
on earnings estimates and expected future growth, not actual earnings, and can
be artificially inflated by the government. Other leading indicators tell us about the
creation of goods, but not when they are actually purchased. So, we turn to
lagging indicators, such as reports on the GDP, to help provide insights that we
can base business decisions. But while GDP is a decent indicator of the current
health of the economy, it doesn't tell us where the economy is headed. Even new
attempts by economists using satellite data to provide information is based on
past behavior or human confidence in future performance. Read more HERE.

> U.S. Financial Services Committee Wants Big Tech Out of Finance:
Democratic led House Financial Services Committee has drafted legislation
to prevent big technology companies from functioning as financial institutions or
issuing digital currencies according to a copy of the draft legislation seen by
Reuters. I'm told the bill, a sign of widening scrutiny following Facebook Inc's
proposed Libra digital coin aroused widespread objection, and proposes a fine of
$1 million per day for violation of such rules. I suspect if passed in the House it
will face stiff headwinds from the Senate. From what I understand, the
draft describes a large technology firm as a company mainly offering an online
platform service with at least $25 billion in annual revenue. Read more HERE.
 
> Are Global Supply Chains About to Unravel?  In the past, the combination
of the information-technology revolution made communications affordable and
reliable as well as the entry of China into the world economy, which provided
plenty of cheap labor that transformed manufacturing into a global enterprise. But
now many experts fear we're seeing signs that the golden age of globalization may
be over, citing that global trade growth has fallen from 5.5% in 2017 to 2.1% this
year, according to the OECD. Also, we're now starting to see global regulatory
harmonization give way to local approaches, such as Europe’s data-privacy laws,
not to mention, cross-border investment dropped by a 20% last year. Keep in

http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae058700ba7f50fceab790c4526cef52f82feb1d3d477dfeb41fa84309904f64e778fdb8c8eb49f1f6efafb8106ff420aa6
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae0543b4e3963b86731d0426791b96b7b930904b363a416a20706f724d03d2595e45501270f8251089ca1e592efe65b8460
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae075a10df1bca51f7dc46446bbc2359f693a993a09e5fd3550142889c28b030c2a09115260111cd1489bdf8b575b54685c


7/23/19, 8*16 AMFarm Direction Mail - Fwd: GOOD MORNING: Van Trump Report 7-15-19

Page 19 of 34https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80e921c654&view=pt&search…ad-f%3A1639129954157064603&simpl=msg-f%3A1639129954157064603

mind, not only will regulations and nationalistic policies continue to pressure the
current supply chains, but technology like the 3D printer will be a game-changer
for many... be ready! Read more HERE.

> How Shaquille O’Neal Became a World-Class Investor:  Since retiring from
his 19-year basketball career in 2011, Shaquille O’Neal has seen just as much
success off the court. If you hadn't heard, Shaq got in the game early with Google
and has continued to add to an impressive portfolio, including investments in
Apple, 24 Hour Fitness, and nightclubs in Las Vegas. I should also mention, he
owns 17 Auntie Anne’s, a Krispy Kreme franchise, and a Big Chicken restaurant in
Las Vegas. So, what does Shaq attribute to his off-court success...? The answer is
Amazon's founder, Jeff Bezos. Shaq heard Bezos once say that he makes his
investments based on if it’s going to change people’s lives. According to Shaq,
once he adopted that philosophy his net worth quadrupled. Interestingly, it sounds
like Shaq learned a similar lesson I did many times... I never say, if I invest in
this five years down the line, then we could sell it for this... Every time I’ve had
that model, it’s always been a failure, so now if something comes across my desk
and I don’t believe in it, I don’t even look at it. Bottom line, whenever I do
business, it’s not about the money.” Read more HERE!

> FTC Closes Facebook Probe With $5 Bilion Settlement: Sixteen months
after the FTC began probing Facebook for reports that political consulting firm
Cambridge Analytica had accessed the data of 87 million Facebook users, the
agency approved an approximately $5 billion settlement. At issue was
concern that Facebook had violated the terms of a 2011 agreement, which
required Facebook to give users very clear notifications when their data was being
shared with third parties. I'm told the fine represents the largest ever imposed by
the FTC against a tech company. Previously, the agency’s largest fine against a
tech company came in 2012 when Google agreed to pay a $22.5 million penalty
due to its privacy practices. It's worth mentioning, the fine represents
approximately 9% of Facebook’s 2018 revenues.
 
> More People Making Bank on YouTube...  and now YouTube is giving them
more ways to do it. At the recent VidCon, the world’s largest events for fans,
creators, executives, and brands that are passionate about online video and
building diverse communities, tens of thousands of attendees got what they
wanted when YouTube's chief product officer, Neal Mohan, unveiled the companies
new opportunities for creators to make more money. I should first mention, there
was a 40% increase year on year of the number of folks who are making five and
six-figure incomes on the platform and now they are getting what they want,
which is more opportunities. I'm told YouTube will offer, Super Stickers, a
merchandise feature, multi-tier paid channel memberships, and learning playlists.
Read more about  HERE!
 
> What are the Real Costs of Our Obesity Epidemic: According to data from
the CDC, obesity has risen “significantly” in the past decade, with more than one
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in three adults being obese. An interesting new article from ConsumerProtect dove
into this trend further looking at the most and least obese states in the nation as
well as exercise levels and health in those states. Let me first say, the CDC defines
obesity as "weight that is higher than what is considered healthy for a given
height." Click HERE  to see how your weight and height match up. Costs for both
individuals and to society are becoming worrisome as recent studies found that
obese people face medical costs that are more than $1,400 - $2,700 per year. You
can read the entire report or just check out the couch potato index HERE.
 
> Rare Nike "Moon Shoe" Up For Auction: Sotheby's recently announced a
sale of 100 of the world's rarest sneakers, which includes a handmade 1972 pair
expected to sell for up to $160,000. Keep in mind, this pair of Nike "Moon Shoe,"
was designed by Nike's co-founder Bill Bowerman for the 1972 Olympic Trials,
which is one of only 12 ever made and the only known unworn pair. There haven't
been any bids placed yet, but the starting price is $80,000. I should note, the
highest price fetched at public auction for sneakers is thought to be $190,373 in
2017 for a pair of signed Converse shoes said to have been worn by Michael
Jordan in the 1984 Olympic basketball final. In addition, other sneakers at the
auction include 2011 and 2016 versions of the Back to the Future Part II limited-
edition shoes by Nike that were inspired by the 1989 film starring Michael J Fox, a
pair of Air Jordan 4 Nike shoes made for rapper Travis Scott,  and a pair from
Pharrell Williams' collaboration with Adidas and Chanel. 
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Northern Illinois – We're among many neighbors that are taking preventive
plant this year. Personally, we are planting about 30% of our acres and the rest
are prevent plant. I know several guys around me that are in the same situation
and I’m not talking about 500-acre farms. I'm talking 5000 acres plus farmers
not planting more than half their farms. We're going to plant peas and oats as a
cover crop, which we will sell to a dairy up north of us. In exchange, they're
going to run their equipment down to cut the hay and we're going to take our
combines up north to pick their corn. We're just trying to make the best out of a
bad situation. Another interesting thing I saw yesterday was a neighbor planting
first crop soybean on July 11th. That’s just unheard of around here.  
 
Northeast North Dakota – We're spending the weekend spraying soybeans.
Today it’s so hot that you can see the exact line almost instantly where we spray
as it stresses the plant and turns it lighter. Right now, corn is growing rapidly and
is well over head high, but beans are still a touch behind pace. There are two
scenarios that I would like to see happen. The first is we get an extremely early
frost and wipe this crop off the map to collect insurance. The second is a frost
closer to the end of September where we can still harvest a good crop. The last
thing we need is low test weight corn to deal with. 
 
Northcentral Kansas – I had a little luck on my side this year. I've never
planted corn before, but this year I rented my land out and the renter planted
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corn. It was looking very good until yesterday morning. We had a bad windstorm
and there appears to be quite a bit of damage to the corn. The corn that broke
off above the ears should be okay. The corn that broke off below the ears isn't
coming back this year. There are spots with little damage and others where
maybe half of the stalks are damaged. Looks like a good candidate for silage in
my opinion, but it’s not my call. 
 

TODAY'S RIDDLE:  Where do vans go when they get hot?

 

Farming Deserves More Respect
The Kansas City Star, a few years back, ran a fantastic op-ed written by Blake
Hurst, president of the Missouri Farm Bureau. I've seen it recirculating and wanted
to share: 

My first day on the tractor was a disaster.

I was at the wheel of a Minneapolis Moline, pulling a plow through the
the gumbo clay soil of the Tarkio River bottom. My dad was perched on
the fender, imparting instructions in a voice loud enough to be heard
over the roar of the barely muffled engine.

He was holding on with both hands, as my manipulation of clutch,
throttle, hydraulics, and plow was less than smooth. I spent the day
wishing I was anywhere else and ended the day feeling like my future
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should involve bricklaying, poetry, medicine, law or maybe itinerant
preaching of the gospel. Anything, anything at all but farming.

This spring will be the 65th time my dad has planted corn on the field,
where I learned to plow. Dad remembers everything; two thirds of a
century of experience has equipped him with farming knowledge that is
broad, deep and rare. But nothing has prepared us, or any other
farmer, for the challenges we’re facing as an industry.

Farms, like any other business, involve a succession of worries. Our
crop prices are at the mercy of weather and markets.

Now, what concerns farmers is the growing consensus that the way we
farm is nothing less than a crime against nature, nutrition, and all that
is good and true. Our critics are convinced that technology applied to
personal communications devices and medicine is a net good, but
science applied to growing things is freakish, unnatural and dangerous.
They are bi-coastal experts on agriculture, armed with a touching
nostalgia for a life they never lived.

Consumers have every right to be curious about how we raise their
food, and I’m more than glad to spend the next year talking about why
we do the things we do.

But those of us out here in the agricultural hinterlands are ill-prepared
to joust with eloquent journalism professors, celebrity chefs, and
multimillion-dollar propaganda campaigns from franchised burrito
stands. Seed corn gimme caps, blue jeans and a stubborn refusal to
darken the door of the gym are inadequate tools when your industry is
in the cross hairs of Dr. Oz, Oprah, and Mark Bittman, food writer and
farming critic for The New York Times.

Farming is the most conservative of industries.

Someone once defined political conservatism as the granting of the vote
to those who have gone before. On most of our farms, the people who
went before trained us, spent years riding along on the tractor fender
hollering advice, and if we’re lucky, are still here on the farm imparting
wisdom and experience.

We adopt change very, very slowly, and don’t invest in new ideas or
new technologies without plenty of proof that they make sense. Our
commitment to the place where we live is strengthened by the
presumed tenure of our residence here.

Every year, the extension service in Missouri recognizes dozens of farms
that have been in a family for a century. (I’m pretty sure dad is
planning on receiving his award in person.)

Know this about me, and most other farmers: We’re in this for the long
haul. If I’m using a new method or a new technology, I’m convinced
that it’s not only the right thing for me, but for my grandkids as well.
(Source: Kansas City Star) 
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Two of America's Hottest Companies Founded By One Man
St. Louis, Missouri born Jack Dorsey is both the co-founder and CEO of Twitter as
well as the founder and CEO of Square. Not bad for a college dropout who was
attending the University of Missouri-Rolla back in the late-90's. At the age of 24,
Dorsey decided it was time for a change and moved to California. That same year,
July 2000, he became inspired by AOL Instant Messenger and jotted down the idea
for a Web-based real-time status/short message communication service. Within
two weeks, Dorsey had built a simple site where users could instantly post short
messages of 140 characters or less, which was the foundation or blueprint for
what is known today as Twitter. 
 
Dorsey then put the idea to rest for a few years, actually getting his license as a
masseuse in 2002. But after networking with the right people in California, he
seemingly captured lighting in a bottle. It was on this day, July 15th, 2006, that
Twitter officially launched! Dorsey, just 30 years old, took out his nose ring and
become the CEO of what would become one of America's most influential social
media platforms. Twitter rapidly gained worldwide popularity, and by 2012, more
than 100 million users posted 340 million tweets a day. In 2013, it was one of the
ten most-visited websites. As of this past year, Twitter had more than +320 million
monthly active users. And has become one of President Trump's favorite ways of
communicating with the public. 
 
Twitter's usage tends to explode during prominent events. For example, a record
was set during the 2010 FIFA World Cup when fans were posting 2,940 tweets per
second. The record was broken again when 3,085 tweets per second were posted
after the Los Angeles Lakers' victory in the 2010 NBA Finals. The record was
smashed again during the 2011 FIFA Women's World Cup Final between Japan and
the United States when 7,196 tweets per second were published. The current
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record now stands at 143,199 tweets per second, which happened in Japan during
a television screening of the movie Castle in the Sky. 
 
Tattooed entrepreneur Jack Dorsey himself may be an even more interesting story
than his billion-dollar business Twitter and Square. It has been reported that
Dorsey gets up before 5 am, meditates for over a half-hour, does three different
seven-minute workouts, takes an ice bath, walks over five miles to work every
single day rain or shine, and only eats one meal per day. He talks about starting
each morning with salt juice — water mixed with Himalayan salt and lemon. From
what I understand, it is dispensed in Twitter offices around the world. Dorsey has
been quoted as saying his walk to work is the most worthwhile investment he's
ever made. He believes it's a very clearing time for himself. During this five-mile
walk, Dorsey says really unplugs from everything in order to clear this mind and
his thoughts. I should also note, for 10 days a year, he sits in silence at a
meditation retreat. 
 
Money will probably never be a problem for Dorsey as Forbes now estimates his
net worth at nearly $6 billion! Famed CEO Dick Costolo described Dorsey as a
calm, thoughtful leader. Charles Whitehead, a business law professor at Cornell
Law School who lectures on the dual CEO said, "Half of Jack Dorsey is worth 100%
of most anyone else." Those are strong words, but I guess the proof is in the
pudding as he has founded and is running not one but two of the hottest
companies in America! (Source: Rolling Stone; Getty Images; Yahoo; Wiki,
Business Insider) 
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Amazon Prime Day is Today!!!
Once a year, Amazon offers up some crazy deals. Most sources say the Prime Day
deals are better than major holiday sales such as Black Friday. Amazon Prime Day
2019 begins on Monday, July 15 at 2:00 a.m. CST and runs until the end of
Tuesday, July 17 at 1:59 a.m. Keep in mind, the signs are pretty clear this is going
to be the biggest Prime Day ever for Amazon. I've included below some tricks and
tools I've found to help find the best deals. Click HERE to check out all the deals
and sign up for Prime if you're not a member!

You Need To Be A Prime Member: First and foremost, only
subscribers can take part in Prime Day, so go ahead and sign up for
Amazon Prime. If you're a college student, you can get a 6-month free
trial membership and if you're new to the service, you can get a 30-day
free trial membership.

Get The App: Most seasoned pros suggest you download the Amazon
app (for Android and iOS). This gateway lets you find deals more easily
right from your phone. Most of the time you don't know which items will
get big discounts. Amazon does, however, provide an advance preview
of certain deals. To find them, launch the app (this trick doesn't work on
the website) and search for "sneak peek." The third-party plug-in
"CamelCamelCamel" will let you track products' prices and alert you
when these items become cheaper. This service also shows you the
historical prices for that Amazon listing, so you can see if you're getting
a genuine bargain or not.

Shop at Whole Foods First: If you are a frequent shopper at Whole
Foods Market, then you can receive a $10 credit to use on Prime Day
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when you spent $10 from July 11-16th. In addition, brown butter
cookies will be buy one, get one free today and a ll mini croissants will
be 50% off. Remember, Whole Foods sent you an email to use this
coupon. 

Help Seeing Deals: A blue Prime Day Deal label will appear next to all
discounted items, both on their individual pages and when they crop up
in search results. You can also create a different kind of list on Prime
Day. Amazon will preview certain deals before they become available,
and you may encounter offers that you're unsure about, but want to
keep tracking. If an interesting discount pops up, click or tap the Watch
this deal button next to it. When a deal on this watchlist goes live, you
can receive a notification. To do this on the app, go to Settings >
Notifications > Your Watched & Waitlisted Deals and enable the alert.

Big TV Sales: Amazon always has several eye-catching HDTV discounts
every Prime Day. These are only announced at the last minute and
often involve smaller brands, so be sure to do your research before
hitting the buy button. That said, Amazon in the past has offered 32
inch HDTVs for $75 and 40-inch TVs for $120. I suspect the same or
better this year!

Kindle Unlimited: The first 3 months of Kindle Unlimited will be
available for free, which would be $29.97 not on Prime Day. Click HERE
to sign up! In addition, I saw a pretty cool deal, which is when you s ign
up for an annual Audible membership then you have the opportunity to
get an Echo Dot for $0.99. Click HERE for that offer! I also heard you
can get a free Echo Dot when you order a Ring Doorbell Pro. Click HERE
to check out the deal!

Amazon Music Unlimited: All Prime members will have the
opportunity to receive 4 months of Amazon Music Unlimited for $1,
which would normally cost someone $31.96. Click HERE to purchase!

Echo Deals: The Echo Input is available for $14.99, originally $34.99.
Click HERE for it! The  Echo Dot Kids is available for $44.99, originally
$69.99. Click HERE! The Echo is available for $49.99, originally $99.99.
Click HERE! The Echo Show is $159.99, originally $229.99, Click HERE!

Headphones & Speakers: There's talk that almost all headphones,
including Beats, and speakers will be at big bargains. 

Cool Gift Gadgets: Lots of things like drones, dash cameras,
hoverboards, Go Pro's, etc... at big discounts. 

Don't Forget To Check The Competitors: As many companies try to
compete with Amazon, places like eBay, Dell, Gamestop, Newegg, and
many others are having Prime Day sales of their own and starting to
offer big discounts. I know it sounds crazy, but you might actually find
some better blow-out sales those two days on a competitors site.
Bottom-line, today and tomorrow might be our window of opportunity to
lock in some of the best shopping prices of the year.
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ANSWER to riddle: A carpool.
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Sponsored by AgSwag
Tired of battling poor customer service, poor quality and lack of premium selection in the swag space?

AgSwag now offers our members the latest fashions and trends from brands such as: Branded Bills,
Carhartt, Champion, Cutter & Buck, Drake, Fairway and Greene, Filson, Ice Shaker, Marmot, New Era,
Nike, North Face, Pacific Headwear, Under Armour, Yeti… and more

Swag should NOT be considered a “cost” or an expense for business owners. When used properly in a
well thought out campaign “corporate swag” can dramatically reduce the cost of new customer acquisition,
client churn and retention, expedited development of brand ambassadors, etc. The Van Trump family
believes their AgSwag business can deliver on those promises.

AgSwag is not trying to be the lowest cost supplier. We are trying to partner with “best-of-practice” and
like-minded businesses to bring a better “return-on-investment” by designing and helping to implement a
well thought out corporate swag strategy and campaign. There are hundreds of online companies that
offer quick ways to throw a corporate logo on a cheap hat or t-shirt. AgSwag offers the best in selection,
design, implementation, and service! Click HERE to learn more!

Call to order your AgSwag today @ 816-221-SWAG!

http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae083dd4ad43f7acc449ceb8e678a3c39160b5640e2cd4cbb04e2f2e6c41ad385666b0b15ee916aa1e721d6fdecdd875b50
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae0abd642dfdd2e95c3a1d611a245d7818844d21d8a18a1337d72a3d6718d0eebe1bc27aa94cdb76f35dfb7a4721ce746fc
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae083dd4ad43f7acc449ceb8e678a3c39160b5640e2cd4cbb04e2f2e6c41ad385666b0b15ee916aa1e721d6fdecdd875b50


7/23/19, 8*16 AMFarm Direction Mail - Fwd: GOOD MORNING: Van Trump Report 7-15-19

Page 34 of 34https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=80e921c654&view=pt&search…ad-f%3A1639129954157064603&simpl=msg-f%3A1639129954157064603

  

Can’t see the images? View As Webpage

This email was sent to: mark@farmdirection.com

This email was sent by: Farm Direction
1020 Pennsylvania Ave Kansas City, MO 64105 US

We respect your right to privacy - view our policy

Manage Subscriptions | Update Profile | Unsubscribe

http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae095472436b5693f52df9330ed9ae43ba63f68468c7152ffb1d5e9dbf37b86c52d6085d0c848e4d0d9cfdcabfada8c1d48
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae03d2c36f525705a0caba09e023d0b4a16bed933989321716847de3118fd6c7af2687a35fbe21e9343ff35d8f46eb79659
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae02ef73afb6565810c52901f994d93fff248827d7c3c419ed7b4117424343d9af31de5c611a0218ae46e53d3ac4b9d6a2d
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae058da8505f8cb80d212f01d3e5a3cfa04ef5d65497f023ff5b8d6ed6d2e256b25b3d7146d3895a33e921afba636f2b4c1
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae00cfe0691b3ad4ba44755edb688c00b632e4d5a6288b92cbee2627aad2ab5d3e26bcf8324e2b74174d8fe97e8fcf7fcd8
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae0b17c3a91033241b08e46ac32c4d60133eb394beb69ea9b3df0bab4d0f5e10cfd39ae64644ee5696e6c3d3c07d955cb39
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae083dd4ad43f7acc449ceb8e678a3c39160b5640e2cd4cbb04e2f2e6c41ad385666b0b15ee916aa1e721d6fdecdd875b50
http://view.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=c4df009cd64a8cdd26bcd7b4f81704ae6374b69f784ac1e5ea0c028a8050ee7015a87714b69b65f69d4f164e5a194f9701b7a309dce4733d77ec9296c707c610f3b07674ab5b465c0e041b70f6a8d6e8
mailto:mark@farmdirection.com
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae04f8bc0355d9520d5af0e8e0dabbf34b508557fa88296e72b44aa2fd3fde1ca608d9e1ae28bd00c8b293c952e743ef36c
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/?qs=35f8891cf1f39ae0a884978d9545a7d01b0485f1ae4fe028a73dce1becd735811278139a77087ca7d04ba69752c42095ddc75e4a58c16aa2
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/subscription_center.aspx?qs=98a541e42bd4b11061acebd6c00391b803ffe228190f28166535b8e9a66416d4357dc867b67116e2d5d2b10ee1ca1226e5ce4e3251330ecfafda45b3e428e261
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/profile_center.aspx?qs=98a541e42bd4b110681c061c679602065e1c216978da0ead88bc4d0024760f77f612efce422b271b65e8d6e7be09c3a5fadbcd9c11e586ab2424163783b3293f
http://click.vantrumpreport-email.com/unsub_center.aspx?qs=98a541e42bd4b11061acebd6c00391b803ffe228190f28166535b8e9a66416d4270e4dccf4d25c130f20b78bc97df998b07c51a659ca612288c5ff0eea3c0c3e8eb8107af83176dc

